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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

REFERRAL

ent of Defense

T tm ' i
ot Depar hite House Liaison Office

Attn: W
3A946
pentagon

Dates March 9, 1988

ACTION REQUESTED

Draft reply for
Vice President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.

Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply.

X__ Direct reply.
X Furnish information copy.

Suitable ‘acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling.

Furnish copy of reply, if any.

NOTE

Prompt action is essential.

If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately.

Basic correspondence should be returned when

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.
For your informaiion.
For comment.
REMARKS:
No interim sent.
Description:
X Letter: Telegram; Other:
To: \Vice President Bush
From: Lee M. Graham
Date: February 20, 1988
Subject: "MAJESTIC-12" Committee
By irectiowidem
d% r
Staff Assistant
OEOB Rm 292
395-6076 x

(Copy to remain with correspondence)
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20 February 1988

Frecedom of Information Act Request

(5 U.8.C. 552)
GEORGE BUSH
Vice President of
The United States of America
S-212 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510-00010

Dear Vice President Bush:

Sir, please note this document (see enclosure A); clearly

marked "TOP SECRET/MAJIC EYES ONLY".

The DoD directive 5200.1-R 6-102 b. states- "Any person who
discovers classified information out of proper control shall
take custody of such information and safeguard it in an

appropriate manner, and shall notify immediately an

appropriate security authority."

I did turn the copy of this document (see enclosure A)
security

wide

believe that

Sdir,
that I received in the United States mail to my

office manager yet I find the document still in
circultion. I, therefore, find it difficult to
this document is still classified "TOP SECRET."

I find it as difficult to believe that this document (see
enclosure A) which purports the crash of a Flying Disc (along
with 4 "Extra-terrestrial Biological Entities") and bears the

signature of President Harry S. Truman on it; if it were a
hoax; why every agency of the United States government that I

have written to would ignore my many requests to declare it

S0.

It is now rumored that you are the current head of the
present "MAJESTIC-12" Committee. If this is true; you can
send me a complete "OFFICIALLY" unclassified copy of this

document (see enclosure A).
I, therefore, (under the Freedom of Information Act request 5
U.S.C. 552) respectfully request-

Bush Library Photocopy



1. A complete "OFFICIALLY" unclassified copy of
"MAJESTIC-12" (see enclosure A) document.

Thank you for your time Sir,

Sincerely,
;2‘ //“"7 LA /;_A

-

Lee M., Graham
526 W. Maple
Monrovia, CA 91016

Bush Library Photocopy
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* TOP SECRET *

[ EERE R EEEERR RN ]

EYES ONLY COPY ONE OF ONE.

SUBJECT: OPERATION MAJESTIC-12 PRELIMIFARY BRIEFPING FOR
PRESTDENT-ELECT KISKNHOWER

DOCUMENT PREPARED 18 NOVEMBER, 1952.
BRIEPING OFFICER: ADM. ROSCOR H. HILLENKOETTER (MJ-1)

NOTE: This document has been prepared as a preliminary briefing
only. It should be regarded as introductery to a full operations

briefing intended to,follow,

OPERATION MAJESTIC-12 is a TOP SECRET Research and Development/
Intelligence operation responsible directly and only to the
President of the United States. Operations of the progect are
carried out under control of the Majestic-12 (Majic-12) Group

which was established by special classified executive order of

. President Truman on 24 September, 1947, upon recommendation by

- Dr., Vannevar Bush and Secretary James Porrestal. (See Attachment
% wAm,) Memhers of the Hajesticel2 Group were designated as follows:

W j??‘f%sk“‘gh " 7Y Adme Roao&b*ﬂifﬂmllenkoetter
R 4 Dr. Vannevar Bush-
by Secy., James V. Porrestal#
Gen, Nathan P, Twining
Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg .
Dr. Detlev Bronk
Dr. Jerome Hunsaker
©“~ . Mr, S8idney W. Souera
i s . Mr. Gordon Gray -

,Ejé‘ ”f}j:ﬁ .>~. Dr., Donald Henzel
¢ ;#”' ' ' Gen. Robert M, Hontague
: win a’m, : L Dr. I-loyd V» Barkner
Rl Ay The doath of Secretary Porrestal on 22 Hay, 1949, created
- .. ° & vacancy which remained unfilled until 01 August, 1950, upon
wiar 7 which date Gen, Walter B. Snith was deaignatad as permanent
e replacement. Lo
o susenunssnnuRE
S 1op Sﬁch "MAJIC
gty EYES ONLY A AR T52-EXEMPT (B)-
¥ i E\ Bush Library Photocopy . ' O 0 VA
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on 24 June, 19047, A civilian pilot flying over the Cascade
Mountaine in the State of Washington observed nine flying
disc-shaped aircraft traveling in formation at a high rate

of sveed. Although this was not the first known sighting

of such objects, it was the first to gain widespread attention
in the public media. Hundreds of reports of sightings of
similar objects followed. Many of these came from highly
credible military and civilian sources. These reports res-
ulted in independent efforts by several different elements

of the military to ascertain the nature and purpose of these
objects in the interestes of national defense. A number of
witnesses were interviewed and there were several unsuccessful
attempts to utilize aircraft in efforts to pursue reported
disos in flight. Public reaction bordered on near hysteria

at times. = .

In snite of these effortas, little of substance was learned
about the objects until a local rancher reported that one
had crashed in a remote region of New Mexico located approx-
imately seventy-five miles northwest of Roswell Army Air
Base (now Walker Pield),

On 07 July, 1947, a secret operation was begun to assure
recovery of the wreckage of this object for scientific study.
During the course of this operation, aerial reconnaissance
discovered that four small human-like beings had eopparently
ejected from the craft at some point before it exploded.
These had fallen to earth about two miles east of the wreckage
site. All four were dead and badly decomposed due to action
by predatore and exposure to the elements during the approx-
imately one week time period which had elapsed before their
discovery. A special scientific team took charge of removing
these bodies for study. (See Attachment "C".) The wreckage
of the craft was also removed to several different locations.
(See Attachment "B".) Civilian and military witnesses in

the area were debriefed, and news reporters were given the
effective cover sto that the object had heen a mispuided
weather research balloon.
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A covert analytical effort organized by Gen. Twining and

Dr. Bush acting on the direct orders of the President, res-
ulted in a preliminary conoensus (19 September, 1947) that
the disc was most likely a short range reconnaissance craft.
This conclusion was based for the most part on the craft's
aize and the apparent lack of any identifiable provisioning.
(See Attachment "D".,) A similar analysis of the four dead
occupants was arranged by Dr, Bronk. It was the tentative
conclusion of this group (30 November, 1947) that althourh
these creatures are human-like in appearance, the tioloeical
and evolutionary processes responsible for their development
has arparently been quite different from those observed or
postulated in homo-sapiens., Dr. Bronk's team has suggested
the term "Extra-terrestrial Biological Entities™, or "EREs",
be adopted as the standard term of reference for these
creatures until such time as a more definitive designation
can be agreed upon.

Since it is virtually certain that these craft do not origin-
ate in any country on earth, considerable speculation has
centered around what their point of origin might be and how
they get here. Mars was and remains a possibility, although
gsome scientists, most notably Dr. Menzel, consider it more
likely that we are dealing with beings from another solar

system entirely.

Numerous examnles of what appear to be a form of writing
were found in the wreckage. Efforts to decipher these have
remained largely unsuccessful. (See Attachment "E".)
Equally unsuccessful have been efforts to determine the
method of propulsion or the nature or method of transmission
‘0of the power source involved. Research along these lines
has been complicated by the complete absence of identifiable
wings, propellers, jets, or other conventional methods of
propulsion and guidance, ae well as a total lack of metnllic
wiring, vracuum tubes, or similar recognizahle electronic
componentc. (See Attachment "P".,) It is assumed that the
propulsion unit was completely destroyed by the explosion
which caused the crash.
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A need for as much additional information as possible about
these craft, their performance characteristics and their
purpose led to the undertaking known as U.S. Air Porce Profect
SIGN in December, 1947. 1In order to preserve security, liason
between SIGN and Majestic-12 wae 1limited to two individuals
within the Intelligence Division of Air Materiel Command whose
role was to pass mlong certain types of information through
channels. SIGN evolved into Project GRUDGE in December, 1948.
The operation is currently being conducted under the code name
BLUE BOOK, with liason maintained through the Air Porce officer
who is head of the project.

On 06 December, 1950, a second object, probably of similar
origin, impacted the earth at high speed in the E1 Indio -
Guerrero area of the Texas - Mexican hoder after following

a long trajectory through the atmosphere, By the time a

gsearch team arrived, what remained of the object had been almost
totally incinerated. Such material as could be recovered was
transported to the A.E.C. facility at Sandia, New Mexico, for
atudy.

A

Implications for the National Security are of continuing im-
portance in that the motives and ultimate intentions of these
visitors remain completely unknown. In addition, a significant
upsurge in the surveillance activity of these craft beginning

in May and continuing through the autumn of this year has caused
considerable concern that new developments.may be imminent.

It is for these reasons, a8 well as the obvious international
and technolorical considerations and the ultimate need to

-avoid a public panic at all costs, that the Majestic-12 Group

remains of the unanimous opinion that imposition of the
etrictest security precautions should continue without inter-
ruption into the new administration. At the same time, con-
tingency plan MJ-1949-04P/78 (Top Secret - Eyes Only) should
be held in continued readiness should the need to make a
public announcement present itself, (See Attachment "G",)
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KNUMERATION OF ATTACHMENTS:

*ATTACHMENT 'A*........Special Claasified Executive
: Order #092447. (TS/E0)

*ATTACHMENT ‘B"........Operation Majestic-12 Status
M s - " oo Report #1, Part A. 30 NOV '47.
St ot e ® (TS-MAJIC(BO)

~ ATTACHMENT "C"........Operation Majestic-12 Status
" Report #1, Part B. 30 NOV '47.
(TS-MAJIC/EO)

*ATTACHMERT *"D"........0Oparation Majestic-12 Preliminary
Analytical Report. 19 SEP '47.
: (TS=-MAJIC/EO)

*ATTACHMERT "E"........Operation Majeastic-12 Rlue Team
Report #5. 30 JUN '52.
(TS-MAJ IC/EO)‘

*ATTACHMENT "P".cccc...0Operation Majestic-12 Status
Report #2. 731 JAR '48.
(TS-MAJIC/BO)

*ATTACHMENT “G"........0peration Majestic-12 Contingency
Plan MJ-1949-04P/78: 31 JAN '49,
(TS-MAJIC/EO)

’ATTACHME!T.“H ........Operation Ma jestic-12, Maps and
T |, v Sl o Jug - Photographs Polio (Extractions)
(TS-HAJIC/EO )
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASKHINGTON

September 24, 1947.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Dear Secretary Forrestal:

As per our recent conversation on this matter,
you are hereby authorized to proceed with all due
speed and caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter
this matter shall be referred to only as Operation
Ma jestic Twelve.

It continues to be my feeling that any future
considerations relative to the ultimate disposition
of this matter should rest solely with the Office
of the President following appropriate discussions
with yourself, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central
Intelligence.

T0P SECRET

~ w N

EY Bush Library Photocopy ".' B
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20 May 2011

Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) Request

Will Kammer

OSD/JS FOIA Requester Service Center
OfTice of Freedom of Information

1155 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1155

Dear Mr. Kammer:

Sir, please note the enclosed, attached, copy of a Freedom of Information Act Request
dated 28 September, 1991, to-

Headquarters Foreign Technology Division
Air Force Systems Command
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio 45423-

That may be found on the Internet, in which, in part, is found the following statement-

“ My discovery was that in the nationally broadcast television show called UFO-Cover-
UP Live, there appeared codes which were snuck into the formant of the show in a
subliminal fashion. These codes were not obvious unless one freeze framed a tape of the
show and made photographs of same, which I did, finding the following code, in yellow,
in the upper left hand corner, as- “VEH TYPE MHD004” and in the same photograph
was found the term of the “”FTD-WP”; i. e. Foreign Technology Division, Wright-Pat.

1 ma no longer in possession of the indicated photograph that has VEH TYPE MHD-
004, but can reference it as being a code for the identity of some Satellite (perhaps the
DSP) detection of a UFO, that has been identified as an Identified Alien Craft (IAC),
Ergo-

1. Under the provision of the FOIA (5 U. S.C 552) I respectfully request a photograph
Of the craft referenced as VEH TYPE MHD-004, ostensibly identified as such as
Detected by one of the DSP Satellites.

Enclosed please find two responses dated 12 May 2011, (11-MDR-316) and 31 March
2011, attached the MDR request dated 31 March where I have detailed a Satellite System,
that I believe that was specifically developed, by the AerojeElectrSystems Co, in 1968 to
identify and track the UFO Phenomena. I have enclosed my request, dated 18 May 2011,
to-

Jeanne Wright



Mandatory Declassification Review
Specialist

HAF/IMIO (MDR)

1000 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1000

To supply you with the material respective to the alleged Satellite System, Ergo-

2. Under the provision of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 552) I respectfully request a photograph,
and, description, of the alleged Satellite System.

From the enclosed article on the DSP Satellite it can be determined that it has a suite of
Sensors to detect nuclear explosions in the Earth’s atmosphere. | was told, in the 1990s,
at AerojetEelctroSytesms by a Sandia Laboratory Field Representative and Technician,
that Sandia Labs built this detection system, operated by the Air Force (Starfire), and that
at Albuquerque, New Nexico they had a laser guided telescope for calibrating the
Atmospheric Burst Locator (ABL) on the DSP Satellite, when it was in orbit, and that the
DSP Satellite could clearly be seen as such as it rotated above the Laboratory that made

such a calibration. Since the DSP Satellite can and has detected an identified the UFO
Phenomena-

3. Under the provision of the FOIA (5 U. S.C. 552) I respectfully request a copy of a
photograph of the DSP Satellite as it is calibrated by this Air Force Laboratory.

I have enclosed two pages of the FBI file number 190-LLA-109564/GRAHAM., LEE
wherein it is stated-

“GRAHAM stated that his knowledge of “Fat Walkers” (FWs) and “Slow Walkers (SWs)
was gained in open, non-classified discussions he had with former Aerojet” (President
Carl Fischer) “GRAHAM noted that FWs were satellites that approach the DSP, and
FWs” (should be SWs) “ are “aircraft in afterburners.”

Since as is indicated above, the Air Force has the capability of photographing the DSP
Satellite on orbit, it would also have the ability to photograph any satellite that
approached the DSP satellite, ergo-

4. Under the provision of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 552) I respectfully request a photograph
of any one of the Satellites that approached the DSP Satellite, if and only if that
Satellite was determined to be of Extraterrestrial Origin.

In the enclosed article on the SBIRS satellite it is indicated that like the DSP Satellite it
also has atmospheric nuclear detection sensors, and in another article it is indicated that
the SBIRS satellite was successfully launched into orbit on 7 May 2011. Since the SBIRS
nuclear detection sensors most likely will be calibrated in the same manner by the Air

- -
. -



Force as the DSP Satellite nuclear detection sensors have been. in the same manner by
the Air Force as the DSP Satellite nuclear detection sensors have been, Ergo-

5. Under the provision of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 552) I respectfully request a photograph,
on orbit, of the SBIRS Satellite, if and only if it has the capability of detecting and
identifying, the UFO Phenomena as does the DSP Satellite.

In the enclosed photograph may be seen one of the DSP Satellites residing in the
equipment Bay of the Shuttle. Colored in yellow just to the left of the base of the
telescope may be seen the knob of the Special Event Recording System (SERS) also built
by Sandia Labs. It is my opinion that the SERS is used to detect nuclear explosions near
the DSP Satellite while on orbit an is a part of the Automatic Control Systems (ACS) to
shut systems down, until after the danger of a nuclear explosion has passed. However
some believe that the SERS is used to detect UFOs, Ergo-

6. Under the provision of the FOIA .C. 552) I respectfully request a record of the
purpose of the DSP SERS, if and only if it is used to detect the UFO Phenomena.

Thank you for your time Mr. Kammer.

Most Sincerely,

Lee M. Graham

526 W. Maple

Monrovia, CA 91016
626-358-7796
leegraham72(@gamil.com
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Is Colonel John Barry Hennessey Capt "Condor" Collins
and The Truth?! nB et ba. aBLELS

12 messages l

Victor Martinez <VictorGM@webtv.net> Wed, Dec 21, 2011 at 7:22 PM
To: lee graham <leegraham72@gmail.com>

Cc: NewlogicJackal@gmail.com, Skywatcher22@hotmail.com, Bill@projectcamelot.org, BobReidFL@aol.com,
BParks@torrnet.com, MC47@woh.rr.com, nyracum@yahoo.com, Chair@thule.org, Clversen@insight.rr.com,
Zukowski@ufonut.com, Clay5Star@yahoo.com, Craig@bufog.com, DonDep@gmail.com,
DEcker0726@yahoo.com, Donald.Schmitt@att.net, DonWare@embargmail.com, BruMac@compuserve.com,
vortogon@hotmail.com, TheSurferDoc@yahoo.com, GaryBekkum@yahoo.com, Gene.Loscowski@gmail.com,
Gene@theparacast.com, GKnapp@klastv.com, GJGianninoto@caterpillarhill. com, GuyPappalardo@hotmail.com,
James_Carrion@hotmail.com, UFOJames@gorge.net, MJSwartley@indra.com, JAdams9845@yahoo.com,
Jeff1515@cox.net, JAF88@msn.com, JerryPippin@sbcglobal.net, YellowB20033@yahoo.com, Toso@cox.net,
John@offkilter.co.uk, JRae@earthlink.net, Jagbodhi@mac.com, OakwoodRegister@aol.com,
LDL@larrylowe.com, DickenL@comcast.net, MittsLeslie@yahoo.com, MLamiroy@iafrica.com,
MLejeune84@yahoo.com, Abductions@comcast.net, Maurice.Osborn@gmail.com, quanta@mail.cruzio.com,
PatrickGBailey@sbcglobal.net, PMcGovernNTS@yahoo.com, PlanetCyd@aol.com,
TheRealJimMarrs@yahoo.com, Reptoid@hotmail.com, RFowler400@roadrunner.com,
AlienHunter13@yahoo.com, RickDoty166@msn.com, Keyhole@rochester.rr.com, JakeReason@sympatico.ca,
Emenegger@cox.net, Robert. Momingstar@gmail.com, Regehr@frontiernet.net, LoneQWolf@hotmail.com,
WDestiny44 @aol.com, fsphys@rogers.com, agondontor@cox.net, Hammons55@gmail.com,
TamaralLinden40@yahoo.com, TedTw@frontiernet.net, TCarey1947@aol.com, CommanderX12@hotmail.com,
Tobias@nanimation.com, TGHatheway@gmail.com, TonyR_Elliott@hotmail.com, publisher@ufodigest.com,
UFOsWorldwide@aol.com, WJB1944@earthlink.net, WilliamStoertz@hotmail.com, NYCStone17@gmail.com

LEE: | don't see how the attached is RELEVANT for today, but let others
decide for themselves —

e Forwarded message ----------

From: lee graham <leegraham72@gmail.com>

To: VictorGM@webtv.net

Cc:

Date: Tue, 20 Dec 2011 13:35:04 -0800

Subject: Colonel John Barry Hennessey and the truth
Victor,

Sir, there is something you do not understand about Colonel Barry Hennessey-
1. He was the AFOSI contact for John Andrews- | have the letter from John Andrews, now deceased-

2. John Andrews was a good friend of mine and Ben Rich of Lockheed "Skunk Works"- | have there
correspondence-

3. John Andrews, before September 1987, had acquired the fact that the Lockheed Stealth Fighter was
designated the F-117 codename SENIOR TREND- again | have the letter- It is now an integral part of
Defense Investigative Service File Number 89311-DK1-3408-1W9, created by the DIS on me because | used
the association of F-117 to SENIOR TREND in a letter to Vice President Dan Quayle, dated 6 August 1989-

4. Before September 1987, John Andrews called me and suggested that | make a FOIA to the Air Force
regarding the F-117 code name SENIOR TREND. which | did-

https://mail. google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=5db91al69a& view=pt&search=inbox&th=13463... 12/22/2011



VACATION SCHEDULE FOR 1996

(Please fill in your tentative vacation plans and return this form to Linda Whittle before May 9, 1996)

Name May Junaiiis il AU S et e OGS
Abretske, A. ‘

Alvarez, R. ‘

Castaneda, J. 7 L.

— B T

Gonzalez, J.

| — -

711186 - 7121196

Graham, L. ";‘4 | Seae o |
|

Johnson, O.

Marquina, G.

McVay, D. | ) B

Meyers, K. | | 6/17/96 - 7/3/96

Mosley, R.

1

|

T
Negrette, C. e [EERTTE } ll
Reeff, T.

Tamondong, E.

Wallace, M.

Winer, A. 6/3/96 - 6/10/96

Please note: Vacation dates are only tentative. You still must go through the regular approval process.
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GRAHAM, Lee Marvin

ITtem #9 - Residences

Oct 1967  Present

May 1959  Oct 1967
Sep 1958 May 1959
Apr 1958  Sep 1958
Jan 1958  Apr 1958
May 1957 Jan 1958
Nov 1955 May 1957
Apr 1953  Nov 1955

Item #10 - Employment

b Present

Apr 196L  Jul 1964
Electronic Assembler
May 1962 Mar 1964

Elect. Tech. "B"

Feb 1962 May 1962
Elect. Tech. "B"
Jul 1960 Feb 1962
Elect. Tester "A"
Jun 1960 Jul 1960
May 1959 Jun 1960

Elect. Wireman

Sep 1958 May 1959
Wireman, Leadman

Apr 1958 Sep 1958
Prototype Assembler

Nov 1957 Apr 1958

Feb 1956 Nov 1957
Elect. Installer
Jan 1956 Feb 1956
Technician

Nov 1955 Jan 1956
Jan 1955 Nov 1955
Tester

Ja C
Proc. Slect. Tech Sr.

526 W. Maple
843 N. Wilson

478 Colgin Court, Apt. B

4302 Mildred Avenue
5551 Geer Avenue

hOl% Decator Avenue

151 1 Mt. Vernon Avenue
2223; Ridgeley Drive

H.VCOn Mf‘g, nom:\nr\;r
(J. Crews)

Consclidetes Systems Co.

(Keeth Pilgrin)

Aetron-Div. of Aerojet
General

(Ben Sabutis)

Minneapolis Honeywell
(Sam Rosen)

Hycon Mfg. Company
(L. Bonney)

Unemployed

Vard, Inc.
(D. Kilgor)

Librascope, Inc.
(B. Schade)

Sun Electric
(Unknown)

Monrovia California
Pasadena California
Burbank Celifornia
Los Angeles California
Los Angeles California
Bakersfield California
Bakersfield Celifornia
Los Angeles California

7CC Royal Cexs Urive _
Monrovia, Californie ¢/’

1500 Shamrock ‘5 1006
Monrovia, California
6352 N. Irwindale Avenue
Azusa, California

1724 8. Mountain
Duarte, California

700 Royal Oaks Drive
Monrovia, California

2981 E. Colorado
Pasadena, California

808 Flower Street
Glendale, California

Unknown
Culver City, California

Unemployed - Layoff - Verify by Mother

Lockheed Aircraft

(Unknown)

Booths
(Unknown)

Unit 80
Bekersfield, California

2020 "H" Street
Bekersfield, California

Unemployed - Layoff - Verify by Mother

Lear Radio
(H. Reeves)

Bundy Street
Santa Monica, California
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Oildale's secret military history

BY GEORGE GILBERT LYNCH, Contributing writer | Wedneaday, Nov {1 2009 09:29 PM

Last Updated Wednesday, Nov 11 2009 09:29 PM

As reported in The Californian, a former U2 pilot will speak Friday about his experiences and Oildale’s
role in the production of the spy plane as part of the town's centennial celebration. However tickets to
the event, sponsored by Friends of the Rathbun Branch Library, went fast. But if you're interested in
leamning more about Oildale's connection to the U2, contact Karen Leifeld, 393-6431.

Who knew Oildale was a hot spot of the Cold War? But what better place than Norris Road to help build
U2 spy planes if you're trying to throw Soviet agents off your trail -- or so went the reasoning of the,
government and teams at Lockheed working on the new plane.

Tt was January 1956, and the arms race between the United States and the Soviet Union was gathering
momentum when President Eisenhower, along with his military and intelligence advisers, agreed the country
needed sound information on the enemy's nuclear capabilities.

Intelligence officials decided the only way to observe the build-up was to create a spy i)lane that could fly so
fast and high that no known plane or missile could intercept it as it photographed Soviet bases behind the
Tron Curtain. This aircraft had to operate at an unheard of altitude of 70,000 feet and be able to bring back
accurate photographs. Up to that point, most attempts to fly over and photograph Soviet territory resulted
in aircraft being shot down.

In 1955, Clarence L. "Kelly" Johnson, an aeronautical genius and leader of Lockheed Burbank's celebrated
"Skunk Works," formed during the war to build up the country's air arsenal, stepped forward. Johnson told
the president and CIA that he and his crew could produce a prototype aircraft that would meet or exceed
those goals and deliver it in less than eight months. Kelly began work on the top-secret project, code-named

"Aquatone."

The Skunk Works crew worked day and night perfecting the massive 100- foot wings for "The Angel," as
Johnson and his crew called the high flier. They grafted the wings onto the fuselage of Lockheed's F-104
fighter plane. They used a Pratt & Whitney J57 jet engine, modified for ultra-high altitude. Tn less than eight
months, the first U2 was making test flights at Area 51 in Nevada.

Knowing that Soviet spies kept a close watch on the Lockheed plant in Burbank, Johnson decided it was
necessary to move construction and production to another site after the prototype had been built. He
reassigned his crew to a building on Norris Road in Oildale used as a Lockheed assembly plant during

- World War 1T (the site now houses Custom Building Products). The plant was given the code name Unit 80

The parts and subassemblies were shipped into the Oildale plant by rail and truck, and the Skunk Works
crew assembled the entire aircraft and checked all systems before disassembling it. Then the U2
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subassemblies were loaded onto two specially built four-wheel "wagons," concealed under a canvas cover
and loaded into two trucks. They were then hauled, under the cover of darkness, the short distance to
Meadows Field. After being oft-loaded into two Air Force C-124 cargo aircraft, they were immediately
flown to Groom Lake in Nevada for final assembly. So secret were these night flights, that the C-124 pilots,
once they were at the California-Nevada border, relied on instructions by radio to get to the secret Area 51.

Upon arrival at Groom Lake, the planes were reassembled, given engine run tests an.d flight tested before
being ferned to Europe for spy service. '

The Oildale U2 plant was in production, without detection by Russia's spies, from January 1956 until
January 1957 and, in that year, produced dozens of the vital spy planes. These U2s were successfully flown
from 1955 until 1960, when Gary Powers was shot down by a new Russian missile. But by then the United
States had spy satellites that gave us even clearer photos than the amazing U2 had provided for those six
years. Also, the Lockheed Skunk Works was by then producing the A-12, the fastest, highest-flying spy
plane ever built. The plane evolved into the SR-71 Blackbird, which can fly so high and fast, it can outrun
any miussile in the world.

The photographs provided by the U2 overflights proved to intelligence agencies that the Soviet Union had
many fewer planes and missiles than it had claimed.

Lockheed Martin's high-flying workhorse still flies somewhere in the world every day. Tt has been updated
and modified countless times in its 53-year history. Other countries, NASA, corporations and universities

worldwide use the versatile aircraft for upper-air weather studies, astronomy, mapping, geology and scores
of other uses vital to earth research.
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BYI2-2559-67 p
17 August 1967

Copy_ 570! P

MIEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Science and Technology

SUBJECT: TAGBOARD Program

I. This memorandum is for information only.

2. This Office has little information about the TAGBOARD program h
‘since its transfer to Director, Program D, NRO, in 1963. However,
since the Agency handles contracting for TAGBOARD, some background
information is available. A significant events summary chronology of
the program is attached, based largely on information available to the

~ Office of Special Activities Contracting Officer.

PRy

|
3. Additional comments about the program that follow are based
on’informal remarks made in the past several weeks by Kelly Johnson,
Col. Clason B. Saunders, Director, Program D (case officer of the
program) or as indicated.

e A . Rk

4, Initially the TAGBOARD D-21, Mach 3. 3, drone was to be :
carried on top of and launched from specially modified A-12 aircraft :
(originally two) which were designated M-21s. In this configuration the
D-2] dronc ramjet engine was to be ignited, checked out while attached
to the M-21 and launched at speeds of Mach 3 - 3.2 for cruise flights at
altitudes of 85-95, 000 feet for a distance of about 3, 000 miles. At
recovery, camera, payload and certain equipments-are ejected and re-
trieved, by a parachute air snatch accomplished by special C-130 aircraft,
with the basic D-21 drone vehicle being destroyed.

5. After loss of an M-~21 aircraft during a flight test launch in 1966,
the program was reviewed by NRO and reoriented, Two B-52-H aircraft
were substituted in place of the M-21 launch aircraft and configured to )
accommodate a modified D-2]1 drone, redesignated the D-21B, which R
would be gravity dropped from the B-52H launch vehicle. The reoriented '
program required an addition to the D-21B-drone of a solid propellant

“*- Handle Via Byeman
Control System T
OXCART/TAGBOARD
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rocket booster (in essence a second stage) and associated equipment

to cuable the drone to be accelerated, after drop from the B-52H, to

an appropriate altitude and ram pressure (to start the inlet) at which
time the D-21DB drone ramjet engine would be ignited. The program
called for the usc of a solid rocket, which had been previously qualified
and man-rated for the Apollo program. However, according to

Col. Saunders, sometime after the reoriented program was under way,
Kelly Johnson ascertained that the new D-21B configuration needed more
thrust and, as a result, the rocket had to be redesigned and increased
in size to accornmodate the new requirement, Recently problems have
been encountered with qualifying the redesigned rocket. Kelly Johnson
said that quality control problems were encountered in the rocket case
materiel but corrective action has been undertaken. Also according to
Col. Saunders, it was necessary to add a flame shield type of nozzle

to the aft end of the rocket to protect the drone from hot exhaust
temperatures of the rocket. Aside from the aforementioned major
redesign effort, we have been hearing (off the record) of some concern
being expressed by Lockheed performance people about the eventual
range of the D-21B drone, originally forecast at 3000 nm. OXCART
practical flight experience in Southeast Asia indicates that the severity
of upper air hot day temperatures (above standard day) encountéered may
reduce D-21B specification range by as much as 10% in similar situations.
Also, there is some concern that wind shears or rapid temperature
chanpges may possibly induce flameouts when operating in areas of the
world where these situations are encountered.

6. Step by step, the TAGBOARD reoriented program has evolved
f{rom a purported initial simple second stage configuration, with an
on-the-shelf qualified rocket capability, into a redesigned one of increased
size and complexity. It is not known to what extent Kelly Johnson
returned to the wind tunnel to verify these rather major changes from the

initial approved reoriented TAGBOARD program. Kelly Johnson, however,.

exudes his usual confidence forecasting the satisfactory demonstration of
the D-21B in four test flights scheduled later this year. It is a rather
optimistic feeling for such a complex reoriented program (new first stage,
i.e., B-52H and addition of a second stage, i.e., rocket et al.)

A &)

Deputy Director of Special Activities
Attachment: -

As noted above : :
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Summary TAGBOARD Chronology

A, July 1962

Lockheed Aircraft Corporation (LAC) authorized to perform
a drone configuration and feasibility study for approximately six

months.

B. December 1962

LAC authorized to proceed towards design and fabrication of
20 drones and conversion of two A-12 aircraft (WEDLOCK) to
launch vehicles. Definitive contract later provided essentially

for the following:

1. Conversion of two A-12 aircraft to M-21 launch aircraft
2. Fabrication of 20 D-21 drones

3, Static testing of one of the 20 drones

4, Flight test of 12 airplane months, including demonstration

of specifications :

5. Initial spares, AGE, manuals, facility construction

[ Jand other related items.

C. March 1963

Hycon authorized to proceed with fabrication of cameras.
Definitive contract later provided essentially for: .

1. One prototype HR-335 camera

2. Nine production HR-335 cameras
3. Flight test program

4, Initial spares, AGE, manuals, etc.

D. October 1963

At NRO request technical respon.sibility for the program was

s e - Handle Via Byeman
Control System
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A. Initial D-21B drone flight testing will be conducted from

through December 1967 and later at Beale Air Force Base. Four
drone test launches are scheduled to be made by the end of
December 1967 to demonstrate specifications, It is also planned
that two of the launches will include Hycon camera tests.

B, The following NRO funding has been allocated, thus far, to the
TAGBOARD program as indicated:

FY 1963
FY 1964
FY 1965
FY 1966
FY 1967
*FY 1968

*As of 15 August 1968

*kIncludes[  Jfor long lead items for procurement of

sixteen drone systems to be procured in FY 1969. (Contractors,
LAC and Hycon, have been advised that future procurements are
anticipated to be: sixteen drones and eight cameras per year.)

1
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\ Page 4 :
Production D-21B Drones: F
4
Serial Number Date ;
' !
b
521 1968 March é
522 . April ;
523 May :
524 , June E
525 July
526 . August "
527 September ~ ';
528 October 1
529 November :
530 December ‘
531 ‘ December |
532 1969 January i
533 February ;
534 March y ;
535 " March ‘
536 April ’
537 May
538 June
539 ‘ June

M. August 1967

Proposal received from Hycon to finish the updating of the ten
cameras previously furnished under the initial contract and to deliver
eleven additional cameras. (After the loss of launch aircraft S/N
135 Hycon was also advised to work on a limited basis, i.e., pro-
curement of long lead items, etc., until approval to proceed with

reoriented program was received. )

N. A second B-52H launch aircraft has been assigned to the program
and furnished to LAC for modification in September 1967, Estimated
completion of modification is December 1967 including check-out.

Handle Via Byeman
Control System \




